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This history was begun as a history of Camp Na-Wa-IGra near 
Poland, Indiana, but it grew into a hist ory. of local Girl Scout 
camping and ¿rom that into a history of the local Girl Scout 
council, as I found the amount of information that was being 
stored in closets and memories but nov Ne St ed. Though’ our 
council now SEET Ae a wide area of Indiana and Illinois, 
this tells ontv the background o? the Terre Haute area, as this 
is the extent of my sources. it will also be found to stress 
the camping program, as this vas my original interest. 

I've tried to keep this in a simplified form so it will be 
an easily readable outline of our progress. The tangents which, 
can be followed at many points are quite fascinating, however, 
so I have footnoted people or written material which would be 
Sources of further information of interest to the reader. 

For the general outline I have useó registration records 
and scrapbook materials available at the Girl Scout office, and 
newspaper clippings and printed material evailable at the Fairbanks 
Memorial Library in the "Serre Haute Girl Scouts” section of the 
vertical file in the indiana Room and in the scrapbook collection. 
I have not tried to footnote each påéce of information thus obtained, 
however. The footnotes will indicate only those people or sources 
that can give & cohesive part of the story beyond that which I've 
given in this writing. 

Ofien, when pertinent to the story, the name of a person 
holding,» a positions in the; council isøgiven. Since it is obviously 
impractical to mention each one in context, however, I have 
included at the end of the writing lists of all of our council 
commissioners and presidents, executive directors, field or district 
edvisers, office staff personnel, camp directors and camp 
caretakers io date. 

The original copy of this history is filed at the Fairbanks 
Memorial Library with a folder of pictures and clippings which 
tell more of the local Girl Scout story. Miss Blizabeth Loss, 
local history librarian, has been of great help in, finding 
background material and can show any interested reader where the 
supplementary material can be found. 

the other people who have helped me most in gathering this 
information will be listed in the suo lement, so I will give only 
a general but sincere thank-you to all of them nere. 
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Local scouting began in December of 1918, when Miss Vatherine.” 
Lloyd Smith applied for a commission as Girl Scout Captain, the term 
then used for leader by the national office. She organized a troop 
at the YWCA, where she was a physical director, with 24 girls on the 
first membershio list. She was followed in 1921 by Miss Mabel williams, 
a student at Gerstmeyer Vocational School, who was commissioned to 
start a troop at Booker Washington School. 

Taree more troops were reristered before 1924, when Miss Pauline 


Bartruff, a deaconess at Calvary M.E. Church, was commissioned and 
organized a troop. Miss Bartruf?, however, is often given credit 
for starting the first troor in Terre Haute. I believe it was 


because she influenced several other women to start troons and then 

to work together in plaaning that she was so well remembered - hence 
the confusion. Among the women who worked with Miss Sartruff were 
Mrs. HiET MeGurk, Mrs. Arthur Orr, Mrs. Wimifred Lega; and Mrs. Hazel 
Richardson. They held teas in their homes to interest more vomen in 
Scouting activities; they persuaded friends and community leaders to 
support the girls in their new organization, and they formed the 
nucleus from which a council would grow. Their fitst official 
training wasn't until 1929, when they were visited by a representative 
from the recional office. Among the first recorded activities of 
their troops were overnight camping excursions to the Spring Hill farm 
of Mr. Ed Shirkie and the YYCA camo on Ferguson Hill. (1) 

In 1930, when we numbered seven Girl Scout troops and one 
Brownie pack, the leaders formed themselves into a council board of 
Girectors and chose Miss Helen Benbridge, treasurer of the board of 
Indiana State Teachers! College, to be their first commissioner. 

In May of that year they held the first fiela day, or play day, for 
all of the troops to get to know one another, at the Spring Hill farm. 
This remained an annual event for several vears. 

By this time the desire for summer camping had become strong, so 
the council members sought a place where the cirls could be accommodated 
for a week. They decided upon McCormick's Creek State Park, and they 
persuaded Mrs. Dewey Annakin, who had taught for a few years at the 
college, to be the director. The 40 some girls who attended that 
first summer — 1930 — were housed in tents and a barracks built by 
Purdue University, took their meals at the old grey frame park hotel, 
and enjoyed the pool and the lessons of the park naturalist so much 
that they talked Mrs. Annakin into staying for another week. ihus 
began a 27 year career of camping for this imaginative woman. 

The next year we used the vark's only established camp, which 
Mrs. Annakin named "Na-ia-Kwa" meaning "in the midst of the woods". 
This name was kept for the site by park officials, and for many years 
the site was reserved for as long as Terre liaute girls needed it. 

AS our needs and the demands upon the park grew, however, the girls 
were also found camping in camps "friendly" and "McCormick" within the 
park. As these sites had been built park officials often consulted 
with Mrs. Annakin and Mrs. R.A. Acher, who had organized a camp 
committee, for ideas on how best to ecuip them. They were among 
many to recognize the talents of these women who, from a shoestring 
and the donations of their friends, had organized a camping program 
of such quality for both Girl Scouts and Brownies that when the first 
book of camping standards was published by the national office, the 
standards printed were identical to those which had here been ue AP UCM 
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In March of 1934 the Terre Haute Girl Scout Council” was officially 
incorporated, and Mrs. Acher was elected commissioner. A room was 
rented in the basement of the TWCA to be used as headquarters, and a 
leaders! library was begun. A Dads Patrol was orgenized, with Mr. 
Annakin as chairman, to supnly the girls with some masculine brains and 
brawn. Camping cportunities were increased when Mr. Charles Ray 
donated a plot northwest of the city, on which a cabin and an outdoor 
oven were built for troop use. This cemp, named: "Cedarcrest", would 
e accommodate our girls for nearly twenty years. Troop camping was 

also done in the cabin on the Blumberg property in Terre Hautes 
Looking ahead at hopes for having an established campsite of our own 
rather than being dependent upon the state Dark, Mr. Burch Ijams gave 
640 acres of land near Ladysmith, Wisconsin, in honor of his wife, an 
active board member. The problem of transportation made it impossible 
for us to develop this land, however, so it is svill owned by the 
council in its original state. 

1935 was the year of the first local Girl Scout cookie sale, the 
annual event which, along with donations from friends, would be our 
oniy source of council funds until we became members of the Community 


Chest in the late 40's. These funds were sufficient, though, to hire 
our first professional director, Miss Margaret Gisolo, in 1936. As 


the board hired Miss Kermit Cochren to take the position in the fall of 
duo 3 fate This energetic woman, fondly known as "Colonel" by hundreds 

of girls and their leaders, came from high school teaching to counsel 
at ihe McCormick's Creek camp and stayed to personally guide 19 years 
of council development. (3) 

“he council headquarters was moved to the Goodwill Industries 
building in 1939, but the stay there was a short one, as we were soon 
to have a building of our own. Starting with land donated by Walter 
and G. Edward Talley and money and materials accuired by the Kiwanis 
Club of Terre Haute, the "Little House" at 530 North Center was born. 
Gerstmeyer Technical High School boys, under the direction of John 
layrose, were the actual builders of the structure housing attractive 
offices, a council meeting room, and a besement recreation room complete 
with fireplace. Shortly after the building was finished, the Terre 
Haute Park Board acquired several lots behind it which thev made into 
a vark. This was equipped with outdoor ovens so åt could be used for 
recreation, cookouts, and many types of training. (4) 

In 1946 the council was chanced to the association system of 
organization, in which the adults of the council elected a board of 
directors to represent them instead of all serving on the board 
themselves. Miss Adelaide DeVaney, principal of Thornton Junior High 
School, was elected to be the first president of the board. Another 
sign of our growth was our registration as the Terre Haute Girl Scout 
Area, including troops from other Vigo County communities. Reaching 
this stage, we needed a full-time secretary to work with the director. 

« Miss Mildred Jacks was hired for this position, and despite the many 
changes that have since taken place, she still holds it today. 
In these years after World War II, McCormick's Creek was becoming 
more and more crowded, so we began hoping even more to find some 
land on which to build an established camp of our own. Mr. Guy Stantz, 
principal of Gerstmever High School and the Xiwanis member who had been 
in charge of the Little House project, decided to helo us with this task. 
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Having worked with the Soy Scouts in developing their camp near; 
Center Point, Mr. Stantz was familiar with that part of Clay County, 
and he spent meny hours hiking through ri until he.found a farm of 
130 acres just south of Poland that was for sale. The farm was 
hilly and lackine in river bottom land, so it had been difficult to 
farm and had changed ownérs a number of times. But the rolling 
acreare, additionally blessed with a lovely stand of hardwood trees, 
vas an iceal setting for a camp. it was to see the trees that 

Mr. Stantz invited an artist friend who was so entranced by the area 
that she bought it and presented it to the Girl Scouts. (5) 

Acquiring the land was just the first step, however, as 
gathering the money to develop it vas to be a difficult prospect. 
ln the late 40's and early 50's the land would only be used for 
training for leaders ana Yor the 10 girls who attended the first 
senior encampment at Rhinelander, Wisconsin, in 1948, for troop 
camoinc, and for some primitive camping under Miss Emma Flack and. 
Mrs. 0.C. Johnson. Permission was granted by the Community Chest 
in 1947 to begin fund raising; picnics were held at the site to 
acquaint people with it; benefits were held by a few grouvs lite the 
Fort Harrison American Legion Auxiliary, and cookies were sold with 
rigor. The real spark wasn't struck, though, until October 1952 
when a group of girls going out for an overnight with Miss Jeanette 
Strachan on Sarah Scott Junior High School “approached, Mr Aid Conley 
at the Vigo News Agency for newspapers from which to make sleeping 
maus. Mr. Conley, a Girl Scout father and a member of tne Terre 
Haute Optimist Club, decided there had to be a way to provide better 
facilities than newspapers for our girls. He persuaded the Optimists 
to sponsor a full scale fund drive tha next spring - and with unceasing 
energy and amazigly detailed planning - Mr. Conley organized an effort 
that was to yield $120,000 in monev, Labor, building materials, and 
eauinment. Backed by the contacts he and his fellow Optimists had 
made in the preceeding months, the actual drive of the month of April 
brought forth a remarkable response from the peonle of Terre Haute. 

It was touched off by a torchlight parade and door to door collecting 

by the girls themselves, followed by benefits of all sizes and 

varieties, highlighted by an appearance of the Belles of Indiana 

sponsored by the Terre Haute Blks. Contributions poured in from 
individuals, fraternal, patriotic, social, school and church organizations, 
businesses, industries, labor unions, and even the U.S. Army in the 

form of $10,000 worth of supplies from the Jeffersonville Juartermaster 
Denot. Thirty more acres were also added to the land, makine it 160 
EcreS in all. 

The actual building, much of it done on weekends end any syare 
hours which could be found, was directed by Mr. Stantz. With Miss 
Cochran and Mrs. Johnson, then president of the council, he had spent 
many hours walking off the site to decide just where each unit and 
buiiding should be placed. By June of 1954 the long held dream was 
a reality - ready for campers. A lodge, shower house, staff hut, 
garage, infirmary, director's cebin, cooks! cabin, and caretaker's 
house made up ihe main camp. Five units - indians, Pirates, Gypsies, 
mangers, and Pioneers were spread throush the woods. Zach had a 
unit kitchen, latrine, water supply, and five hiving units - cabins 
for the indians and floored tenis for the rest. The stream flowing 
past the lodge had been dammed to form a lake for swimming and boating, 
and the cam» was equipped to accommedate 100 girls per session. 
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On June 27 eighty-nine campers come to be the first to enjoy this new 


adventure, directed by "Colonel" Cochren. The camp was dedicated on 
July 11 with 800 people attending and Crawford PF. Parker, Secretary of 
State, representing the covernor. The neme "Na-Wa-Xwa" was transferred 


from the MeCormick's Creek camp, tae lodge was appropriately named for 
Mr. Conley, the lake for Hr. Stentz, and the campfire bowl behind the 
Indian unit for Mrs. Johnson. Å stone was set over the fireplace in 
the lodce to honor all who had contributed to the camp. It was later 
moved to another part of the lodce to make room for a placaue honoring 
Miss Cochran. Pictures of Mr. Stantz and Mr. Conley are now hanging 
in the director's office in the lodge. Ge) 

The camping program at the new site was an extension of that used 


at MeCormick's Creek because the girls could now freely use the 
resources available. The nature program which had been so loved in 


the park was continued ihe first year by Mr. Stantz himself, as he took 
the girls through the woods to teach them about the plants and animals, 
about conserving the resources of the land, and about the background 
of tne camp. The Program Aide system thet had been set up by rs. 
Annakin was continued, and the PA's had a large floored vent across the 
lake from the. lodge. 

1954 was a banner year for camping for more than one reason. 
Besides the new established camp, we also received 22 acres east of 
Youngstown, complete with lake, woods, and farmhouse, for day camping 


and troop overnights. his gift from the Maumee Collieries, Company, 
replaced camp Cedarcrest, which was no longer useable. The maumee 


site was improved in 1956 when Rose Polytechnic Institute donated a 
frame building to be added to the farmhouse so more than one group 
could use the camp at a time. This building was so large that half 
of it was taken to Na-Wa-Kwa and placed between the staff hut and the 
infirmary for future use by Brownies who would come to the camp as 
"Towhees", 

Highlighting the summer of 195% was the sending of one patrol 
of girls with Miss Cochran to the first official Senior Round-Up at 
Highland State Recreation Area in Michigan. Our girls made a strong 
impression on many av the encampment with their matchstick revlica of 
Fort Harrison and their covered cooking stove designed by their trainer, 
Mrs. Donas Dischinger. 

A major change took place in 1957 when the municipal councils and 
lone troop communities df six other Indiana counties: Vermillion, Clay, 
Greene, Sullivan, ruinam, and Park, were joined with the Terre Haute Area 


vorgorm the Sycamore Girl Scout Council. Miss'Cfochran left the staff at 
this time, and we were without a director until Mrs. Mary Jo Bankoff took 
the position in 1958. One of the first activities of the new council 


was a boat trip down the Ohio River for all o? the Lntermodiates, to give 
them a chance to set acguainted. Tor the first time a camo director from 
outside the council was hired, and many chances were made in the program 
at Na~We-liva. The Procram dide system was replaced by a two year 
Counselor-In-Training program of four weeks each year of lessons and 

unit experience. Unit programs were exoanded, and primitive camping, 
which had earlier been discontinued, was becun again in pioneer outpost 
work and then in a complete primitive unit. The much loved ceremony of 
placing floating candles in the lake on the last night of each session 
was started then. In 1959 under this director, Miss Florida Lowry, 


.Wa-#a-KXwva received its first American Camping Association rating, a 


Gistinction it has maintained since that time. That summer girls from 
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Trailways Council of Joliet, illinois, and Bloomington Council came 
by train and busses to join in the camping at Na-WVa-Iva. They ^ 
continued to come for several years until their own camps were built. 
Redbud Council, centered in Charleston, illingis, rented the camp for 
several weeks after our own B-week session. 1959 was another 
Round-Up year, and ve sent two patrols, trained by Miss Lowry and 
Miss Alpha Poulos, to Colorado Springs, Colorado. They ve presented 
their area with a flannel graph of one of our state songs aud an 
Indian stick game. i 

Cur first all-couneil activity as Sycamore Council was à Festival 
of Nations held ai the fairgrounds in the sprinc of 1960. Troops of 
all ages had booths and presented demonstrations of projects with vn 
international theme on which they had worked dubing the year. This 
was also the year that the Senior Planning Poard, under the direction 
of Miss Emma Flack, presented its first council-wide conference. The 
board, consisting of representatives from all senior troops, had bean 
meeting for a year or so to discuss coordinating senior activities, but 
this was their first big project. 

In March of 1961 we added the Girl Scout Council of Sullivan, Inc. 
(a municipal council which had stayed independent of he rest of Sullivan 
County) to Sycamore Council. The Senior Planninr Board held its second 
conference at the Deming Hotel with Miss Oleda Schrottky of ihe national 
organization as the featured speaker. The main project of the year 
was the addition of a pool to the Na-Wa-Twa facilities. A new financial 
drive was held and the pool was ready for swimmers by that summer. To 
acquaint the council with the pool we started the vractice of inviting 
troops by neighborhoods to come out for overnights after the camping 
season while a waterfront staff stayed on to let them swim. 

By 1962 the council was studying the possibility of merging with 
Redbud Council. This was the year of the 50th anniversary of Girl 
Scouting, and a Golden Birthday Festival with the theme of "Honor the 
Past - Serve ihe Futuze" was held. at the fairgrounds, again with booths 
and demoastrations of all kinds. The seniors neld another conference. 
Miss Ruth Mogg, sxecutive Director of Xedbud Council, directed camp at 
Na-Wa-Kwa, and the program emphasis turned to interest groups like 
nature lore and swimming rather than the traditionel age and camping 
experience grouping. This was the year the outdoor chanel off the 
pioneer trail was built. Two patrols, trained by Mrs. Bankoff and 
Mrs. John Lindeman, went to the Round-Up at Button Bay State Park, 
Vermont, where they presented their Heritage in a skit about Paul 
Dresser and the making of sassafras tea. 

In the fall our headquarters were moved again. Despite its charm, 
the Little House vas getting too small for our needs, and the growing 
Indiana State College wanted the land on which it was located. S03 
we moved to the 2nd floor of the Carl Miller Building at 5th and'Povlar. 
thus we greeted our newcomers, the Illinois counties o? Douglas, Edgar, 
Coles, Jasper, Clark, Effingham, Cumberland, and Crawford, who joined 
with us in talar of 1952 to form the new Covered bridce Girl Scout 
Council. This brought the council to a total of 15 counties served, 
but Douglas County withdrew shortly thereafter as their location made 
it more logical to join the Green Meadows Council of Chamaisn-Urbana. (7) 

In 1963 the caretaker's house at Na-Wa-Kwa was moternized, and a 
in was built for baking clay near the Indian unit. The program 
enched into even more interest groups, including Indian lore and 
en international unit, but difficulties with overlapping age groups 
causec us to return to the traditional grouping for the next few years. 
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in 1964 another headguarters move was made, this time to the present 
location at 710 Seabury. ^ The Senior Planning Board held a conference 
with the theme "date-Mate-Pate", end the council decided to discontinue 
established campi ng for 3rownies. The camping: program for Girl Scouts 
acain included a fu ull scale primitive unit, which had again been dropped 
for a féw years. AS the girls built their unit in the" pine trees west 
of the swimming pool, the unit wes named Pine Tree and has maintained 
that name wherever it has been built since then. New trails were blazed 
in the area between the Gypsies, Rangers and Pioneers, and the kiln was 
putte use. X Correction: the move Was Een Ls 

Major accomplishments of 1965 included a Cadette Day attended by 
250 Cedettes at Turkey Run State Park, end the sending of three patrols 
to the last Senior Eound-Up at Farragut Wildlife Management Area, Idaho. 
These girls, trained by Mrs. Lindeman and Mrs. Charles Moody, represented 
their home with a skit about the Hational Boad, a local Indian legend, and 
the making of corn husk dolls. We were lucky to have one international 
patrol which included two girls from Sweden. imorovements at Na~Wa-Kwa 
begun in '65 and finished in '66 included the planting of 5600 white and 
red vine trees by troops and the camp committee with the special help of 
William Scanlon of Newton, A Ton the remodeling o? the shower house 
and ihe Towhee building (which had been used since 1961 MO CIT's), and 
the addition of one tent in each unit and a new staff house in the Indian 
unit. Av this time we also gave up the use of the Maumee camp. Day 
camping had expanded in the 60's to city parks in Terre Haute, and it was 
easier to handle all of it there with all troop campine av Na-Wa-Kva. 
The other communities brought in by the merger hod numerous day camping 
sites of their own, as well as four troop camping sites - Consuelo Lodge 
and a camp at Lake Sara in Effingham, a camp at Fox Ridge State Park in 
Charleston, and Trefoil Lodce at Lake Paradise in Mattoon. 

In 1967 a lodge was built on the site at Lake Sara which was dedicated 
in 1969 as Wassatoga Lodge, named for a famous Kaskaskia Indian chief. 
New latrines were out into all Ne-Wa-Twa units exceot the Intians, who 
received a new washing stand. One.tent wes added to the Ranger, Gypsy, 
and Pioneer units. That spring the council sponsored a Cadette Glamour 
Day at Bastern Illinois University, and the Senior Planning Board sponsored 
a senior and 9th grade encampment at Na-Wa-lwa to acquaint the 9th craders 
with the senior program they would be entering. Their sponsor was Mrs. 
G. Sydney Smith of Brazil. 

Two hundred troops took part in a Festival of Girl Scouts Together 
in May of 1968 at the fairgrounds. A new overnight site was set up in 
the beeches east of the Pirate unit av Na-Wa-Kwa, and the seniors had 
an encampment in the fall. The planning board also sponsored a "Sneak 
Out" on current problems in November Sera eda ira ay Em ed 

Improvements at camp continued in 11969 with the addition of a new 
tent in the Pirate unit, a new pick uo truck from the Xiwanis Club of 
Terre Haute, and a new canoe from the Exchange Club of Terre Haute. å 
fun Day was held jointly at Na-7a-Hwva and at Vassatoga Lodge for leaders 


in the spring. The planning board sponsored a campus-career weekend 
titled "Motivation — Vocation" at Indiana State University under Mrs. 
John Truitt. At Na-Wa-Kwa a return to interest groups of drematics 


and waterfront activities was tried again for one session. 

As I'm writing this the council is settling down to fall business, 
and no major events are planned as yet, but this is not to say that 
nothing is beinz done. I have just been touching on the high points 
of council activities through the years, and I haven't begun to mention 
the fantastic variety of troop activities, neighborhood activities, or 
organizational and training work going on within the council as it has 
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grown. At present our central office offers more than 20 different 
types of training for girls, ieaders, and administrative personnel. 
With this background, the possibilities for individual activities 
throughout our fourteen counties ere unlimited. These activities 
are the true body of scouting, but to try to record all of them would 
be an endless task. They are best recorded in the memories of the 
girls who take part in them - and after all - it is for these girls 
and their personal memories that the organization was berun, hes 
been so lovinzly nurtured, and has developed into what it is today. 
Hopefully their memories will be such that they will see to it that 
this council provides even more end better scounting activities for 
their children. 


Sunplements to written history: 


(1) Mrs. E.B. Hodge is the daughter of Mrs. McGurk and has been 
involved in scoutine since her mother formed a troop. She 
has maintained contact with many who were scåuts with her 

7 end can supnly the reader with much information about the 
early days. 


Y (2) A few years ago Mrs. Annakin wrote out her memories of the 

early days and the developing of the camo prorram. Å copy 

of her writing is filed in the accompanying folder - item *l. 
Also filed with the folder is a scrapbook kept by Miss Catherine 
Clark, the camp secretary/treasurer, for the 1931 - 1934 
seasons. It is a complete and fascinating collection of 

camp brochures, financial records, program plans, and camper 

and staff lists, as well as pictures. 

Miss Cochran has been of much heip in compiling this information, 
and it is most interesting to hear her reminisce about the 
activities of her 19 years with the council - culminating in 

the building of the camp at Poland. I am hoping to make a 

tape of an interview with Miss Cochran - also to be filed with 
Miss Ross in the library for anyone to hear. 
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{4) Item *4 in the folder is a collection of clinpines, pictures, 
‘and information about the building and use of the Little House. 

(5) For those interested in the history of the area around the camp, 
Hrs. Harold Kaiser, whose family hes owned the farm south of 
the camp almost since the land was platted in the early 1800's, 


can give much information. She provided me with a history of 
Poland printed by the Tribune Star for Poland's centennial in 
1942, a copy of which is item *9 in the folder. She and 
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uir. Marion Sendmeyer, who runs hattman's Store in Poland, have 
much to tell about watching the camp develop through the years. 
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items *14,15,and 16 in the folder are collections of fund 
raising records, pictures of the construction, and clippings 
and pictures from the dedication of ihe new camp. À much more 
complete story of this project, however, is found in two 
scrapbooks kept by ir. Conley himself. ne is glad to share 
them with any interested girls and to tell them about his 
experiences in setting the camp built. 


Mrs. John Lindeman, who has served the coumil in several 
capacities - presently district adviser, has helped me with 
the details of activities since the late 1950's and is the 
best source of such information. 


Miss Mildred Jacks, whose present position in the office is” 
that oi receptionist, "bas been with the. council consistently. 
AnAger than anyone else now here? hus she has provided 
much information of different eras and will gladly help 
anyone seeking more. é 


The study of the areas served by Redbud and Sycamore Councils, 

es well as the Greencastle and Linton Girl Scout Councils £ 
single community ccuncils brought into the merger, was a very 
detailed process. The committee members who, after arreeing 

on the advisability of the merger were responsible for all of 

the necessary coordinatior, are listed in item #19 in the folder. 
The person who could best tell the story of all of the work 
involved is Mrs. Mary Jo Bankoff, who has since left the executive 
position here to work as ” council consultant for the national 
organization in Recion III. Local pconle who would remember 
details of the work are Mr. John Lamb, who served as chairman 

of the organizational committee; Mr. Sam Beecher, member of the 
board who served as legal adviser; Mrs. Joe Petty, president of 
the board at that time; and Mrs. Lindeman. 

Although the orgenizational meeting at which everyone voted to 
accept the merger was in September, the merger was actually 
effective Octóber 15, 1962. 
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COMMISSIONERS: © 
Miss Helen Penbridre 
Mrs teacher 


Mrs. Charlotte Burford 


TISSU DENTS Z 
Miss Adelaide DeVaney 
Mrs. George Eberhart 
Miss Gertrude Soules 
Mrs. O.C. Johnson 


Mrs. Pat Bailey 
is. John Hays 
Mrs. Joe Petty 


Mrs. Ernest Roth 


Mr. Robert Ratcliffe 


1962 


Terre Haute Girl 
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Betty Updike 
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1952 
1961 
1964 
1963 


1968 
1967 


1969 


Terre Haute Cirl 
Scout Council 
" and Terre Haute 
Girl Scout Area 


Sycamore G.S.C. and 
Covered Bridge G.S.C. 
Covered Bridge G.S.C. 


FFICE STAFF: 


Miss Mildred Jacks 


Mrs. Don Dalbey 

Mrs. Honore Xing 
Mrs. Edith McFarland 
Mrs. Robert Seltzer 


Mrs, Marge Rice 


Miss Helen Burlingmier 


secretary/bookeeper/ 
receptionist/public relations 


bookeeper 

bookeeper/rublic relations 
secretary 

public relations 

registrar 


secretary 


1969 
1968 


CAMP DIRECTORS: 
McCORMICK'S CREEK GIRL SCOUTS HECORMICK'S CREEK BROWNIES 


e 1930 = 1935 Mrs. Dewey ¿mnakin 1935 — 1936 Mrs. Annakin? 


1938 - 1953 riss Kermit Cochran 1940 — 1950 Mrs, Annakin 
NA-WA-KVA POLAND 1951 — 1957 urs. Tat Bailey 


1954 — 1956 Miss Kermit Cochran 1955 — 1959 Mrs. Mabel 
Dietrick 

LIMP —"195T ME Mrs iPat Bailey 

1960 - 1960 Mrs. Anita Ward 
1955 - 1961. Miss Florida Lowry 

1961 — 1953 Mrs. John 
1962 - 1963 Miss Ruth Moss Lindeman 
1964 discontinued 
1964 - 1968 Mrs. John Lindeman 


1936 - 1937 Mrs. Winifred Legg ? 193 [1939 MS LOU 
| 
1969 - 1969 Miss Patti Koenig 


NA-WA-XWA CARETANERS: 
1924 - 19002 Mr and Mrs. Edgar Naughgle 


1963 - 1967 Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Mauder 


1968 - Mr. and Mrs. O.C. Stephenson 


Wolder contents: 


These items are filed chronolorically as they became a partiof our 


history. 


are simply filed here for additional interest. 
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Mrs. Dewey annakin's written memories of early scouting and 
camping at MeCormick's Creek. Miss Catherine Clark's scrapbook 
of that camp from 1931 to 1934. 


Picture of Troop 5, led by Mrs. Orr and Mrs. Legg, about 1930. 


y 
MA 


Picture of senior scouts from several troops at Mrs. Annakin's 
home about 1936. ` 


Information on building and dedication of Little House in 1940. 
Pictures of troops supporting our WWII allies and efforts. 
Picture of council board members in 1947. 

Constitution and by-laws of Dads Patrol active in late 1940's. 


Pictures of activities of leaders in late 40!s and early 50's. 


History of Poland, Indiana from Terre Haute Tribune Star of 1942. 


First booklet issued on hopes for new camp for fund raising in 1947. 


Invitation to picnic to acquaint glrisiwita thevsite. 


Picture of one of many city-wide mother-daughter banquets held 


annually through the 40's and 50's. THis event is still carried 


on by many neighborhoods. 


Picture of girls who went to the senior encampment in Wisconsin 
in 1948 in front of the council station wagon. 


Newspaper section and pictures of camping at McCormick's Creek 
in the early 50's. 


Brochure for camp fund raising sponsored by the Terre Haute 
Optimist Club, and pictures of the torchlight parade for funds. 
Partial lists of the donations as they came into the council. 


Aerial view of Poland site in early construction stare, picture 
of contikutiiRconstruction, and notes of Guy Stantz on his hours 
put in at the site. 


Picture, clinpings, and program from camo dedication ahd camp 
activities the first year. 


Pictures of Intermediate Scout boat trin down the Ohio River, 
held by Sycamore Council in the late 50's. 


Picture from groundbreaking for the swimming pool at Na-Wa-Kwa 
Ent 6 ER 


Some of them are footnoted in the written history, but others 


rà 
419, Minutes from first merser study committee meeting (Redbud-Sycamore ) 


and program from the organizational meeting in which the councikgs 
were officially joined. 


*20. Brown section coverage of Senior-Ninth Grade Encampment at Na-Wa-Kwa 


y in spring of 1967. 

A *21. Pictures of troops at the Festival of Girl Scouts Together in May of 
: 1968. 
¥ i 
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~~" BY GERTRUDE CRONIN. 


CCORDING to Miss 
Cochran, local director of Terre 
¿ Haute Girl Scouts, in looking back 
x upon the happenings of the year 
Just past it seems that everything | 7 
revolved around the dedication of i 
the Scouts’ new headquarters, the i 
"Little House." At the annual din- 
ner meeting of the council held on 
| Tuesday evening, Jam. 14, all signs 
: pointed toward the fact that 1941 
4 had been quite a progressive year, 
“ one in which great strides forward 
had been taken. 


As a result of the finding of old 
¿records it has been revealed that 
‘the first Girl Scout Troop in Terre 
Haute was organized in 1919, just 
i twenty-two years ago this month 
with Kathryn Llovd Smith as lead- 


Poisson TURCIS A UENIRE eee 
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ler. According to said records the 
* troop met at the Y. W. C. A. and 
was composed of the following 
twenty-four young women most of 
whom would be regarded as Sen- 
lor Scouts today for their ages cen- 
tered between fourteen and eighteen: 


Mildred Kelley, Hazel Miller, Nel- 
lie. Goodrich, Adelia Swank, Eliza- 
beth King, Charlotte Ramme, Ruth 
Dorthea 
Morgan, Mil- 
Taylor, Pearl 
Koopman, 


Temple, 

Coleman, 
jdred Bales, 
i Blacketer, 


Frances Wilson, 
Reba 
Ruth 
Josephine 
i Elois Jewell, Dorothy Dooley, Rose- 


ilyn Beal, Ida Rosenfeld, Louise Å 

Rooch, Okie Stout, Virginia Hick- 

son, Avoidna Shaffer, Carmen Webb 
| and Mary Griffith, i k H 
| Early Troops Started. i 


Among the early troops started’ 
was the one organized in*1925 at 
3 Calvary Methodist Church with 
Miss Pauline Bartruff as leader. 
Mrs, H. L. McGurk also had one of 
the first troops in 1928. é 


The Terre Haute Girl Scout Coun- 
cil was organized in 1930, with Miss 
Helen Benbridge as the first com- 
missioner. 


The first established Girl Scout 

7 Summer camp was at McCormick's 
y, Creek State Park in 1930, with 
©) Helen Annakin as camp director. 
y Our established camp received a 
Å certification by National ‘in 1933. 
M By 1940 this camp had attained one 
of the highest ratings. 

Originally the leaders met with 
‘the council, but tn 1934 they organ- 
ized their own group. In 1934 

. Charles Ray gave a plot of ground 
northwest of the city for an over- 
| night camp. A tile house was built 


vda do 


At serdar IP val 


den SI 


. &8 was an outside oven. The grounds 
: were beautified and the house was 
{ furnished. The girls named it Camp 
* Cedarcrest. 
è Benbridge resigned as commissioner 
and Mrs. R. A. Acher was elected. 
© She was also appointed National 
y: Camp visitor. Also the Dad's Patrol 
“i was organized, a leader's library 
liwas established at headquarters, 
$'the council gave $38 a quarter to 
meet In the Y. W. C. A. and the 
* room at the Y. W. C. A. was fur- 
' nished and decorated. 


Girl Scout Troops — 


Kemit L 


É to accommodate sixteen campers, L 


That same year Miss 1 


In May, 1935, the first annual 
council dinner was held. 

In January, 1936, Miss Margaret 
# Gisolo, a highly recommended I. S. 
"T. C. graduate, was hired for six 
i months as director. 

In 1936 the Terre Haute Hotel 
Company, through the Fairbanks 
interests, deeded 6 acres of tim- 
bered land near Ladysmith, Wis, 
to the Terre Haute Girl Scout Coun- 
cil for a pieneer Girl Scout camp 
or to use in any way they saw fit. 
- This camp was named Camap Helen 
Fairbanks Ijams. 

Aug. 19, 1937, Miss Gisolo re- 
signed, and Miss Kermit Cochran, 
an L S. T. C, graduate and success- 
ful teacher with scout training, was 
elected as Girl Scout executive. 

The number of troops has grown 
from one in 1919 to thirty-eight in 
1940, The number of scouts from 
twenty-four to 663. 

In April 1939, the office was 
moved to the Goodwill Industries 
Building, which was offered to the 
Girl Scouts as temporary headquar- | 
ters until the completion of the 
“Little House." 

‘Little 


It was through the co-operation 
of H. L. Nichols, now of Aurora, | 
Il, formerly of this city, that the 

| building of the “Little House" was 
started. Mrs. R. A. Acher, commis- 
sioner: Mrs. A. X. Woolford, Mrs. 
Paul Pierson and Miss Kermit! 
Cochran worked with the Kiwanis, 
coinmittee composed of H. L. 

| Nichols, Austin Kress, Dave Rosen- 
feld, Bob Myers, Charles Newlin, 
Guy Stantz and Raymond Adams to 
draw plans for the new home. These 
Plans were accepted. 

Walter and G. Edward Talley 
donated the lot which is located at 
530 North Center Street. The break- 
ing of the ground was held on Feb. |! 
27, 1939. Eighteen council members 
Were present and four members of 
the Kiwanis Club were also in at- 


House’ Begun. 


tendance. The deed for the lot was 
made on Nov, 23, 1938. ` ' 
January, 1940, Mrs. Charlotte 


Burford, dean of women at Indiana 
¡Pate Teachers College, was elected 
commissioner. L 


Due to the fine spirit of co-oper- 


> X 


"ation of the boys of Gerstmeyer | 


High School, who were under t*e | 
direction of John Mayrose, and 
many other skilled laborers, the | 
new home was ready for occupancy | 
on Aug. 14, 1940. I 

The officers of the Terre Haute! 
| Girl Scout Council who wlll serve 
'during 1941 are as follows: Com- 
missioner, Mrs. Charlotte S. Bur- 
ford; first deputy, Mrs, Phil Tem- 
pleton; second deputy, Mrs, Willlam 


Kunkler; secretary, Mrs. F. M. 
Crawford; treasurer Mrs. Ernest 
Welborn. Council members in ad- 


dition to the officers include Mrs. | 
J. E. Bender, Mrs. Clyde Brant,| 
Mrs. Pearl Bush, Mrs. Harry Con- | 

lon, Mrs. C. A. Curry, Charles Ellis, | 
i Mrs, Charles Ellis, Mrs. A. N. Le- 
vin, Mrs, Glenn Maxwell, Mrs. Carl! 
1 Miller, Mrs. Lewis Pelkey, Mrs. F. | 


VIGO COUNTY PUBLIC Lipari 


Community Affairs File 


{| L. Kolb, Mrs. Philip Roth, Mrs.! 
Frank Sells, Mrs. Keith Symon, 

|| Mrs. C. R. Van Arsdall, Mrs, C. E. 
Watts, Mrs. Maynard Wheeler and! 
Mrs, Ralph Yeager. The council; 
hela its annual dinner on Tuesday 
evening, Jan. 14, at the Centenary 

il Methodist Church, 

| The Girl Scout leaders who served | 
|so cápably during the past year! 
¿land the troops with which they 

:| were assoclated are: » 

| Troop 23, Central Catholic School | 
the Misses Emma Fenoglio and | 


Rosalie Homrig; Troop 24, West 

Terre Haute, the Misses Lavon 

Jones and Mary Reilly; Troop 25, 

(| Fairbanks School, Mrs. Pat Bailey; 
Troop 26, Gerstmeyer High School, | 
Miss Dorothy Beecherer; Troop 28,! | 

Seelyville, Mmes. Herman Short | 

and Hershel Fagg; Troop 29, Con- 

gregational Church, Mrs. S. Lip- 
pencott and Miss Betty Jo Close; 

| Troop 30, Laboratory School, the 

Misses Mary Fread, Rachel Grif- 

fiths and Martha Hinkel; Troop 

| 31. Fairbanks School, Miss Mar- 

| garet Ryan; Troop 32, Washington 


i School, Mrs. Jane Shackelford; 

` Thoop 33, Crawford School, the; 
| Misses Virginia VanBibber and! 
| Eleanor Bridges; Troop 34, Cruft| 


School, Mrs. Gertrude Sims and | 
Mragaret Hutchinson; Troop 35, 
Davis Park School, Mmes. Robert 
Harkness and Kelth Symon: Troop 
36, Rea. School Miss Virginia 
Cochran; Troop 37, Collett School, 
Mmes. Richard Weddle, R. E. Pin- 
son, Harold Fuchs and Susie A1-! 
kire; Troop 38, West Terre Haute, | 
¿Miss Loretta Dumes, and Troop 39: 
Fairbanks School, Mrs. James Eng- | 
lish, 
| Under community service the fol- 
llowing activities engaged in by the, 
girls could be classified: First ala | 
and rest station at the County Fair, 
Fourth of July pageant, sewing fori 
the Torner Community House, 
Thanksgiving baskets, doll dress- 
jing, selling tuberculosis . seals. 
“Christmas parties for shut-ins and 
caroling. | 
i. For the number of untiring years 
of service which they have ren-! 
“dered the organization Mrs. H. L. 
; MeGurk and Miss Pauline Bartruff 
)were awarded the thanks badge by 
y the Girl Scout Council. 

The number of girls participating 
in the camp program evidences the 
great interest which the girls have 
in this phase of Scouting. During 
the past Summre 294 girls attended 

vil established camp at McCormick's 
Creek State Park, ninety-eight 
girls day camp at Deming Woods 


and 852 over night at Camp Cedar- 
crest. 


| Play Day Awards. 
One hundred and forty Scouts at- 
tended the Play Day which was held 


last October. Over 300 attended 
the Mother-Daughter Banquet. | 
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Awm As. presented were as fol-| 
af Three curved bars, one Jack: 
ar ¿one First Claas badge, twen- 
-øwo Second Class badges and 295, 
Ófliciency badges. è 
There are four divisions of Girl 
‘outs according to classification 
' ages. < ‘The Brownies range from 
to 10, the Intermediates from 10 
14, the Seniors from 14 to 18 
id the Mariners from 14 to 18. 
This year was the first time in 
Any years the local orgnaization 
d had the honor of welcoming a 
itional visitor, Miss Frances 
2@ of New York «came from the 
tional headquarters. Her report 
is to the effect that she thought 
ə local organization was making 
od progress and congratulated 1t 
* the fine community spirit which 
d made possible the building of 
a "Littls House." 
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